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Data#3 and Microsoft 
Windows Azure 
Solution Capability
Windows Azure is a cloud-based solution that 
allows customers to provision, deploy and manage 
applications within Microsoft’s infrastructure in  
geo-redundant datacentres.

Windows Azure provides 99.95% availability, backed with 
a financial Service Level Agreement (SLA). The cloud 
operating systems are automatically patched and provide 
built-in network load balancing and resilience within the 
cloud fabric to help eliminate the impact of hardware failure.

Data#3 is an Azure Circle partner and offers a full suite of 
capabilities to maximise your investment in Windows Azure. 
Our team delivers solutions that include:

•	 Identity and Access Management 
Data#3 has deep expertise in identity and access 
management solutions with demonstrated enterprise 
capability in Active Directory and Forefront Identity 
Manager. Windows Azure Active Directory allows the 
Data#3 team to extend these solutions to the public 
cloud. Data#3 can leverage the Azure Active Directory 
solution to integrate with online services such as Office 
365, as well as other Software as a Service providers, 
such as Concur, Salesforce, DropBox and ServiceNow, 
extending your existing identity to other cloud services. 
 
Through the Windows Azure Active Directory premium 
offering, Data#3 can assist you to provide self-service 
password reset to end users, avoiding costly calls to 
your service desk. Microsoft also provides multi-factor 

authentication to reduce organisational risk through 
unauthorised access to on-premise or cloud applications.

•	 Infrastructure Services 
Data#3 can assist you in leveraging the power of Windows 
Azure to provision infrastructure services and provide 
agility to respond to changing market conditions and your 
internal requirements.  
 
Our team can assist in the development of templates and 
integrated management solutions so that infrastructure 
can be provisioned in minutes using familiar tools that 
can bridge between on-premise services and Windows 
Azure (these services can include Windows Server, 
SQL Server or SharePoint servers). Workloads can be 
moved to and from Windows Azure to Data#3’s hosted 
infrastructure or to your on-premise infrastructure.

•	 Storage, Back-up and Recovery 
Windows Azure is an ideal solution for geo-redundant 
storage of data as it offers scalable, durable cloud 
storage, back-up, and recovery solutions for any data. 
Data#3 will work with you to integrate Windows Azure 
for back-up solutions, for unstructured and structured 
data, as well as virtual machine snaps.  
 
Windows Azure is ideal for this type of back-up, as 
it also provides redundancy of data at scale with a 
competitive price point. This storage works with the 
infrastructure you already have to cost-effectively 
enhance your business continuity strategy. 
 
Tiered storage can be accommodated through the use 
of the StorSimple appliance that tiers less-used data 
back-up and archive data through the appliance to 
Windows Azure. It’s efficient as the data is  
de-duplicated, compressed and encrypted during 
transport before sending. 
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•	 Web Solutions 
Through Windows Azure, Data#3 can assist you to 
provide secure, enterprise class websites leveraging 
proven technologies such as SQL Server and Active 
Directory. There is automatic patching and updates to 
the underlying infrastructure, so you can maintain a high 
service availability level. 
 
Windows Azure is a proven platform for web solutions, 
as it is powering some of the world’s largest businesses. 
It provides built-in features such as automatic load 
balancing and virtually unlimited scalability to scale up or 
out dependent on your requirements.

•	 Develop and Test Solutions 
Data#3 can leverage Windows Azure to rapidly provision 
development and test environments faster, at reduced 
cost, and with the flexibility to deploy in the cloud or 
on-premise. This will avoid costly capital expenditure on 
expensive compute and storage solutions.  
 
With Windows Azure, you can self-provision as many 
virtual machines as needed for application development 
and testing in the cloud without waiting for hardware, 
procurement or internal processes. 

•	 Big Data 
The drive to big data, and in particular Hadoop, is being 
driven by the desire to reveal new insights, and drive 
better decision making by leveraging data sets from 
various sources. Data#3 can provide a big data solution 
to leverage Windows Azure HDInsight, using Apache. 
 
This data can be surfaced across the organisation using 
familiar tools such as Microsoft Excel, while leveraging 
the power of Windows Azure to provide key business 
insights into large quantities of data. The Data#3 Business 
Productivity Services team also has the capability to 
assist you vc in unlocking the power of Excel when 
connecting to central and public cloud data sources.

•	 Media 
Windows Azure provides the ability to create, 
manage, convert or distribute media on demand 
by leveraging Microsoft’s global datacentres, whilst 
providing protection for this data via DRM protection. 
This solution can be structured to deliver a seamless 
customer experience, irrespective of device, without 
redevelopment costs.

How Do I Get Windows Azure?

Windows Azure can be added to an existing Enterprise 
Agreement or new Server and Cloud Enrolment (SCE) which 
can also include the StorSimple device. Please contact your 
Data#3 Licensing Account Manager for more information.

How can Data#3 help?

Data#3 offers a full solution based on Windows Azure that 
caters for the transition of, automation and a full Managed 
Service capability when using Azure as your cloud service. To 
help reduce cost and complexity, our team can automate the 
provisioning and management of your virtual infrastructure 
(across on-premise and public cloud) through one console. 
Our Managed Solutions team can then manage this on your 
behalf to provide a total end-to-end solution. 
 
The Next Steps

To request more information or to find out how Data#3’s 
award-winning team can assist with transitioning your 
workloads into the cloud contact us today!

Interested in how Data#3 can help? 
www.data3.com.au  |  1300 23 28 23

Follow Us
twitter.com/Data3Limited
youtube.com/Data3Limited

linkedin.com/company/Data3
facebook.com/Data3Limited


